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are prepared for the table by frying. 

I liave to tliaiik Mn E. J. Godfrey for kindly identifyiog thig 
motli for me, 

A. Kerb. 

Bangkok, December 26th, 1930, 

REVIEWS. 

Reisen in Siam, By Dr. W. Credner. Zeitschrift der Gesells¬ 
chaft für Erdkunde m Berlin, 1928, Nr, 7/8, pp, 296-301, 

Geographische Untersuchungen in Siam. By Dr. W. Cred- 
ner, Forschungen und Fortschritte, November 1929, 

The author of the above two papers will be well known to thc 
iriembers of the Siam Society from the very Interesting paper, accom- 
panied by a series of wondorful slides picturing the various types of 
Siamese landscapes, which he read last year before the Society (later 
published in the Natural History Supplement to the Journal of the 
Siam Society, VoL VIII No, I ), The first of the above mentioned 
papers is a reprint from " Zeitschrift der Gesellschaft für Erdkunde 
zu Berlin” while the second bas been reprinted from “Forschungen 
und Fortschritte ”, 

Tlie author, originally a lecturer in Geography afc the well 
known university of Kiel in North Germany, arrivcd in Siam during 
the month of October 1927 and spent nearly all his time from the 
day of his arrival until his departure, in April 1929, on fcravels 
through this country, many times on foot for eonsiderable dist&neea, 
in order to study “ au fond ” all pcrtaining to its geomorpliology and 
geological structure, its climate and disträbution of Vegetation, which 
subjeets oömbined alone can give a full and reliable pieture of a 
eountry's physical features, From Siam Dr, Credner was called fco 
China to take upa chair in Geography at the Sun Yat Sen University 
in Canton, which position he still oceupies to-day, 

Geology and physical geography have so far, not been the sub- 
ject of much study in this country and before Dr, Credner canie only 
two- men had contributed—and that in part only—to that partieular 
brauch of Science, namely the Swcdish geologist Bertil Högboin and 
the American oil-geologist Wallace Lee, whose good work the author 
fully acknowledges; Dr, Credner is, however, the first to give us a 
general survey of the geomorpliology of the whole area of the 
kingdom, Tlie reports of his travels and the results arrived at 
through them are therefore so much the more welcome to all those 
who are interested in this fair and hospitable land of the Thai. 

Di-, Credner undertook altogether six voyages through Siam. 
Tlie first of these, which oceupied the months of November and 
December 1927, was to the Cirele of Rätburi in Order to study tlie 
mountain types of that region. When going from the south, from the 
delta of tlie Meklong river, toward the north one passes first through 
the flat alluvial plains, tliereafter meethig. what the author characte- 
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r istica 11y calla, the “island i nountai n 1 and seape ” whose strangely shap- 
cd peaks are so well known to all who have travelled on the railway 
between Petchaburi and Ratburi. Nest fchese isolated liniestone hills 
become united into groups o£ hills and finally—from the confiuenee o£ 
Kwae Yai and Kwae Noi—into spried rankes, West of Kwae Noi 
the material oE the monntains furthermore changes irom limestone 
into slate and sandstone, reaching a height of 1,800 meters on the 
frontier of Siam and Burma. Wifch the mountain types tlie Vegeta¬ 
tion also changes successively from north to soiith, from the cultivated 
plains to the thorny aeacia hush of the Island mountain landscape, 
unti) the dry monsoon forest of the mountain groups and ranges of 
the north are reached. Simälar landseapes to those described above 
are found in Africa and the south Western parts of North America, 
The population too changes with the landscape. In the South, with 
its paddy fields, live the Thai, while when going north one meets, in 
snccession, Cambodians (form er prisoners of war); Mon ; Tongsn (from 
the Shan States); Kanin (haihng from Luang Phrabang) and finally, 
living on the hills toward the frontier, the Karen people. 

Düring bis second voyage, made in Januaiy 1928, Dr. Cred- 
ner visited South East Siam where he observed another mountain 
island landscape, coüsisting of a chain of isolated sandstone and 
granite hills, rurroing from north to south (Phukhao Khio and Sriraja 
hills), whicli are all clothed in dense wet monsoon forest, The soil 
of the plains in this part of the conntry rests on a thick layer of 
decaymg latente, giving the gronnd a deep red colonr (the famous 
red earth, described by Chinese travollers as far back as G50 A, D). 

Dr. Credners tliird travel, lasting from the end of January 
to the end of March 1928, covered the conntry lying between Phrae 
and the hills that form the boundary between Changvad Nän and the 
French enclave on the right bank of Mekong, From tliese eastern 
frontier hills the aut hör weilt straight west for Chi eng Rai and Chi- 
eng Säen, and thmlly down to Cbieng Mai, Travel! ing in this way 
he was able to cross all tlie parallel, north and south running, ranges 
whicli enclose the valleys of Upper Me Nän ; Me Yom; Me Wang and 
Me Fing. In tlie Inghlands at Doi Puka (Changvad Nan) Dr, Credner 
found ata height of 1,100—1,300 raetres fcraces of an ancient plateau, 
Tlie valleys of North Siam are all formed by the deposit hrouglit 
down by the rivers, just as the great central plain of Siam lias heen 
bnilt up by the silt of its rivers—the plain heilig indeed a gift of the 
hills in the north, La teilte is also met with in the North, both in 
the valleys and at the edge of the foot hills, The hills are covered 
with dense dry monsoon forests, among whose trees the magiuficent 
Teak is found, The population of the plains and valleys is Lao or 
Thai Yuan, while in the hills live, in Order from east to west: the fcea- 
cultivating Tin, tlie Yao, the Kaimt, the Maeo and the Lawä and, in 
the western-most parts, the Karen, Müssen and Lisso. 

Dr. Credner’s fourtli voyage was to the Malay peninsula. The 
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types of mountain found there Gonsist of aeveral long ranges of 
granite hills, that confcain the valuable tin ore, and, in the plains, 
isolated limestöne peaks which charaden ze the iandscape from Tung 
Song to Häd Yak Tropica! rain forest clothe the hills and (part of) 
the plains of the Siamese Malaya* The population is Thai and MaJay, 
among which live strong conimnnities of Chinese immigrants, finally 
there are a few scattered bands of the.primitive Negritos* 

On Mb fiffch voyage I)r. Credner weilt to the north westem 
parte of Siam (from whore he cross cd to the Slum States and Burma) 
and dnring bis sixth and last trip North Eastern Siam was crossed 
from north to south* These two last voyages were made dnring the 
latter part of 1928 and the beginning of 1929. Düring the voyage in 
N. E* Siam Dr. Credner traVelled no less than 700 kilometres on the 
Mekong river, besides! making excnrsions into the hilly region to the 
oast of Luang Phrabang. 

Of special inteirest is the author's report on the existenee of 
ancient plains which still to-day lie on a considerably higher level, up 
to 1,500 meters, than the younger, deeply eroded, river plains* Such 
ancient plains, which must represent remains of an early surface of 
our earth, are met with in the extreme north of Siam and in the Shan 
States* While the greater part of the area of Siam seems to have been 
subjectert to a slow proecss of rising, the Korat platean has only feit 
this process at ifcs rims. The surface of this platean may therefore 
(togefcher witli the above mentioned remains of ancient plains in 
North Siam) be considered to represent the oldest part of the 
cou ntry—-geologically speaking* 

We und erstand that the very abridged publications under 
review are but fore rahner s of a 1 arger and more detail cd work 
on the geomorphology and geology of Siam which is now being 
written hy Dr* Credner and the publieation of which will he looked 
forward to with a iively inte re st in view of the excellent work 
already done hy this young and promising savant. 


Bangkok, June 1930* 


Erik Seidexfadew 


The Hong Kong Naturalist. Volume L 1930, 

This is a cjuarterly magazine which should appeal to many of 
our members. It eontains much of general inte re st to natural ists, and 
uthers ; though it is primarily concerned with the natural history of 
Hong Kong* 

An editorial in the first number outlines the aims and scope 
of the magazine. The editors teil ns that “ Some readers want pre- 
digested and yet populär faefcs, uthers a lcind of scientific encyclopaedia 
of local knowledge* We have therefore tu steer a middle course, hy 
making part of the magazine purely populär and some a little more 
technical 1 *. So far, it must be said that the editors have sueceeded 
very well in thelr aims, and they have our best wishes for a like 
success in the future* 


